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V E R • 

4.. Verbofe; full of words. Out of ufe. 

I am forry 

You put me to forget a lady’s manners, 

By being fo verbal. Shafofp. 

Minutely exact in words. 

Literal; having word anfwering to word. 

Neglect the rules each verbal critick lays, 

For not to know fome trifles is a praife. Pope. 

Whofoever offers at verbal tranflation, fhall have the mis¬ 
fortune of that young traveller, who loft his own language 
abroad, and brought home no other inftead of it. Denham. 

The verbal copier is incumber’d with fo many difficulties at 
once, that he can never difentangle himielf from all. Dryden. 

7. [verbal, Fr. in grammar.] A verbal noun is a noun derived 
from a verb. 

Verba lity. n. f. [from verbal .] Mere bare words. 

Sometimes he will feem to be charmed with words of 
holy fcripture, and to fly from the letter and dead verballty, 
who mull only flart at the life and animated materials 
thereof. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Ve'rbally, adv. [from verbal.] 

X. In words; orally. 

The manner of our denying the deity of Chrift here pro¬ 
hibited, was by words and oral expreflions verbally to 
deny it. South's Sermons. 

t. Word for word. 

’Tis almoft impoflible to tranflate verbally , and well, at 
the fame time. Dryden. 

VERBA TIM. adv. [Latin.] Word for word. 

Think not, although in writing I preferr’d 
The manner of thy vile outragious crimes. 

That therefore I have forg’d, or am not able 
Verbatim to rehearfe the method of my pen. Sbakefp. 

See the tranfcripts of both charters verbatim in Mat. 
Paris. Hale. 

To Verberate. V. a. [verbero, Lat.] To beat; to ftrike. 

Verbera'tion. n. f. [-verberation , Fr. from verberate.'] Blows; 
beating. 

Riding or walking againft great winds is a great exercife, 
the effects of which are rednefs and inflammation ; all the 
effects of a foft prefs or verberation. Arbuthnot. 

VERBO'SE. adj. [■ verbofus , Lat.] Exuberant in words ; pro¬ 
lix ; tedious by multiplicity of words. 

Let envy 

Ill-judging and verbofe , from Lethe’s lake, 

Draw tuns unmeafurable. Prior. 

They ought to be brief, and not too verbofe in their way of 
fpeaking ; and to propound the matter of their argument in 
a mild and gentle manner. Aylijfes Par ergon. 

Verbosity, n. f. [* verbofitc, Fr. from verbofe .] Exuberance 
of words ; much empty talk. 

He draweth out the thread of his verbofity 
Finer than the ftaple of his argument. Sbakefp. 

'Fo give an hint more of the verbofities of this philofophy, 
a fliort view of a definition or two will be fufficient evi¬ 
dence. Glanville. 

Homer is guilty of verbofity , and of a tedious prolix 
manner of fpeaking : he is the greateft talker of all an¬ 
tiquity. . . Broome. 

Ve rdant, n.f. [verdoidnt, Fr. viridans, Lat.] Green. This 
word is fo lately naturalized, that Skinner could find it only 
in a dictionary. 

Each odorous bufhy fhrub 

Fenc’d up the verdant wall. Milton. 

Ve'rderer. n.f [ verdier , Fr. viridarius , low Lat.] An of¬ 
ficer in the foreft. 

Ve / RDICT. n.f. [verum diShim, Latin.] 

1. The determination of the jury declared to the judge. 

Before the jury go together, ’tis all to nothing what the 
vcrdidl i hall be. Spenfer. 

2. Declaration ; deciflon ; judgment; opinion,. 

Deceived greatly they are, who think that all 'they whofe 
names are cited amongft the favourers of this caufe, are on 
any fuch verdidi agreed. Hooker. 

Thefe were enormities condemned by the moft natural 
verdift of common humanity; and fo very grofs and foul, 
that no man could pretend ignorance avoided. South. 

Ve'rdigrise. n. f. The ruffc of brafs, which in time being 
confumcd and eaten with tallow, turneth into green; in 
Latin cerugo ; in French vert de gris, or the hoary 
green. Peacham. 

Brafs turned into green, is called verdigrife: Bacon. 

Ve'roiture. n.f. 

Verdiiure ground with a weak gum arabic water, is the 
fainteft and paleft green. Peacbam . 

VERDURE, n.f [ verdure , Fr.] Green; green colour. 

Its verdure clad 

Her univerfal face with pleafant green. Milton. 

Let twilled olive bind thole laurels fall, 

Whofe verdure muff for ever la A. Prior. 

Verdurous, adj. [from verdure. ] Green; covered with 
green ; decked with green. 
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Higher than their tops 
The vtnTrous wall of paradife up-f P run» • 

Which to our general fire gave profpefl Fa’rge. Uh 

T. here the lowing herds chew wrd’iw pa ft ure f, 1 *’' 

m *-*> Sfj 

VERGE, n.f. [verge. Fr. virga, Latin.] 

1. A rod or fomething in form of a rod, carried as an emhU, 
of authority. The mace of a dean. 

Suppofe him now a dean compleat, 

Devoutly lolling in his feat; 

The filver verge , with decent pride. 

Stuck underneath his cufhion fide. « . 

2. [verge, Latin.] The brink; the edge ; theutmoftbordeT 

W ould the inclufive verge 
Of golden metal, that muft round my brow 
Were red-hot Reel to fear me to the brain. * 

I fay, and will in battle prove. 

Or here, or elfewhere, to the furtheft verge , 

That ever was furvey’d by Englifh eye. 

You are old. 

Nature in you ftands on the very verge 

Of her confine. Shakeff K. Liar. 

Serve they as a flow ry verge to bind 
The fluid fkirts of that fame watry cloud. 

Left it again diflolve and fhow’r the earth. 

Let fortune empty her whole quiver on me, 

I have a foul, that, like an ample ftiield. 

Can take in all, and verge enough for more. ^ryaen. 
Every thing great, within the verge of nature, or out of it 
has a proper part afligned it in this poem. Addifon. 

I hen let him chufe a damfel young and fair, 

To blefs his age, and bring a worthy heir, 

To footh his care, and, free from noife and ftrife, 
Conduct him gently to the verge of life. P 0 p t , 

3. In Jaw. ^ * 

Verge is the compafs about the king’s court, bounding the 
jurifdidtion of the lord fteward of the king’s houftiold, and of 
the coroner of the king’s houfe, and which feems to have 
been 12 miles round. Verge hath alfo another lignification, 
and is ufed for a ftick, or rod, whereby one is admitted te¬ 
nant, and, holding it in his hand, fweareth fealty to the 
lord of a manor; who, for that reafon, is called tenant by 
the verge. Cowel. 

Fear not; whom we raife, 

We will make faft within a hallow’d verge. Sbakefp. 

To Verge, v.n. [ vergo, Lat.] To tend ; to bend downwards. 
They ferve indifferently for vowels in refpedt of the aper¬ 
ture, and for confonants in refpedt oft the pene-appulfe; and 
fo much the more verging either way,, according to the re- 
fpe&ive occafions. Holder. 

The nearer I find myfelf verging to that period of life 
which is to be labour and forrow, the more I prop myfelf 
upon thofe few fupports that^are left. Swift. 

Such are indicated, when the juices of a human body verge 
to putrefaction. Arbuthnot. 

Man, 

Perhaps acts fecond to fome fphere unknown ; 
t ouches fome wheel, or verges to fome goal; 

’Tis but a part we fee, and not the whole. Pope. 

Verger, n.f. [from verge.] He that carries the mace before 
the dean. 

I can tip the verger with half a crown, and get into the 
beft feat. Farquhar. 

VerTdical. adj. [veridicus, Latin.] Telling truth. DiB. 

Verification, n. f. [from verify.] Confirmation by argu¬ 
ment or evidence. 

In verif cation of this we will mention a phenomenon of 
our engine. Boyle. 

To VE'RIFY. v. n. [ verifier , Fr.] To jufti fy againft chargeof 
falfhood ; to confirm; to prove true. 

What feemeth to have been uttered concerning fermons, 
and their efficacy or neceflity, in regard of divine matter, 
muft confequently be verified in fundry other kinds oft teach¬ 
ing, if the matter be the fame in all. Hooker. 

This is verified by a number of examples, that whatfoever 
is gained by an abufive treaty; ought to be reftored. Bacon « 
So fhalt thou beft fulfill, beft verify 
The prophets old, who fung thy endlefs reign. Milton* 
So lpake this oracle, then verify'd. 

When Jefus, fon of Mary; fecond Eve, . 

Saw Satan fall. Milton*s Par. Lojt. 

Though you may miftake a year; 

Though your prognofticks run too faft, 

They muft be verify'd at laft. 'L* 

A " " ’ three kings; which is now wonderfu y 

. . & 1 _.r. now 


Spain fhall have 

verified ; for befides the king ol ir'ortugai, ineic 
two rivals for Spain. Swift's Merlin s Propo 

Ve'riLY. adj. [from very.] 

1. In truth ; certainly. 

Verily ’ti* better to be lowly born, , - 

Than to be perk’d up in a glift’ring grief. Sha e f^ r ^ 
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With great confidence. 
It was verily thought, 


disfavourers 
ceeded. 


of that voyage. 


that had it not been for four great 
the enterprise had fuc- 

Bacon. 


Bv repealing the facramental teft, we are verily perfuaded 
J T - —:n alteration of religion 


the confequence 
among us 


will be an entire 

Swift on the Sacrajncntal Tejl. 

VeTisFmilar. adj. [verfimilis ,^ Latin ] Probable ; likely. 

Verisimilitude. \n.j\ [ verfimihtudo , Latin.] 1 robability; 

Verisimility. \ likelihood; refemblance'of truth. 

Touching the verfimility or probable truth of this rela¬ 
tion, feveral reafons ieem to overthrow it. < < Brown. 

A noble nation, upon whom if not fuch verities, at leaft 
fuch verfimilities of fortitude were placed. Browns Vul. Er. 

Verifimilitude and opinion are an eaiy purchafe; but true 
knowledge is dear and difficult. ] ike a point, it requires an 
acuinefs to its difeovery: while verifimilitude , like the ex¬ 
panded fuperficies, is obvious, fenfible, and affords a large 
and eafy field for loofe enquiry. Glanville. 

The plot, the wit, the characters, the paflions, are exalted 
as high as the imagination of the poet can carry them^ with 
proportion to verfimility. Dryden's Efifay on Dramatick Poetry. 

^ Though Horace gives permilfion to painters and poets to 
dare every thing, yet he encourages neither to make things 
out of nature and verfimility. Dryden. 

Writable, adj. [veritable,Yr.] True; agreeable to fact. 

Indeed ! is’t true ? 

_Moft veritable ; therefore look to’t well. Sbakefp. 

The prefage of the year fucceeding made from infects in 
oak-apples, is I doubt too indiftinct, nor veritable from 
even t Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Verity, n.f [verite, Fr. veritas , Latin.] 

1 Truth ; confonance to the reality of things. 

If any refufe to believe us difputingfor the verity of religion 
eftablifhed, let them believe God himfelf thus miraculoufly 
working for it. Hooker. 

I law their weapons drawn ; there was a noife ; 

That’s verity. Sbakefpeare's Tempeji. 

The precipitancy of difputation, and the ftir and noife of 
paflions that ufually attend it, muft needs be prejudicial to 
verity ; its calm insinuations can no more be heard in fuch a 
buftle, than a whiftle among a croud of Tailors in a 
ftorm. Glanville. 

It is a propofition of eternal verity , that none can govern 
while he is defpifed. We may as well imagine that there 
may be a king without majefty, a fupreme without fo- 

vereignty. South. 

2. A true aflertion ; a true tenet. 

And that age, which my grey hairs make feem more than 
it is, hath not diminifhed in me the power to protect an un¬ 
deniable verity. Sidney. 

Wherefore fhould any man think, but that reading itfelf 
is one of the ordinary means, whereby it pleafetn God, of 
bis gracious goodnefs, to inftil that celeftial verity, which 
being but fo received, is neverthelefs effectual to fave 


fouls. 


Hooker. 


If there come truth' from them. 

Why by the verities on thee made good. 

May they not be my oracles as well ? Sbakefp. 

Muft virtue be preferved by a lie ? 

Virtue and truth do ever beft agree ; 

By this it feems to be a verity, 

Since the effects lb good and virtuous be. Davies. 

3- Moral truth ; agreement of the words with the thoughts. 

Verjuice, n.f. [verjus , French.] Acid liquor exprelled from 
crab-apples. It is vulgarly pronounced varges. 

Hang a dog upon a crab-tree, and he'll never love 
verjuice. V Ejl range. 

The barley-pudding comes in place : 

Then bids fall on ; himielf, for faving charges, 

A peel’d Dic’d onion eats, and tipples verjuice. Dryden . 

I he native verjuice of the crab, deriv’d 
Through th’ infix’d graft, a grateful mixture forms 
Ot tart and fweet. Philips. 

VEKMICE'LLI. n. f. [Italian.] A pafte rolled and broken in 
the form of worms. 

With oyfters, eggs, and vermicelli. 

She let him almoft burft his belly. Prior. 

Vermi'cular.- adj. [ vermiculus , Latin.] AcSlinglike a worm ; 
continued from one part to another of the fame body. 

By the vermicular motion of the inteftines, the grofter 
parts are derived downwards, while the finer are fqueez’d 
into the narrow orifices of the lacbeal veflels. Cheyne . 

e . rm Tculate. v. a. [vermicule, Fr. vcrmiculatus , Lat.] 
To inlay ; to work in chequer work, or pieces of divers 

v colours: _ Bailey. 

v ermicul a'tion. n.f. [from vermiculate.] Continuation of 
motion from one part to another. 

My heart moves naturally by the motion of palpitation ; 
my guts by the motion of ve r miculation. Hale. 

E h ,MJC.ule. n.f. [ vermiculus, vermis, Latin.] A little grub, 
Worm. V 6 



V E R 

I faw the fhining oak-ball ichneumon ftrike its terebra into 
an oak-apple, to lay its eggs therein : and hence are many ver- 
micules feen towards the outfide of thefe apples. Derbam . 

Vermi'culous. adj. [• vermiculofus, Lat.] Full of grubs. 

Ve'kmiform. adj. [ verm forme, Fr. vermis and for mo, Lat.] 
Having the fhape of a worm. 

Ve'rmifuge. n. f. [from vermis and fugo, Lat.] Any medi¬ 
cine that deftroys or expels worms. 

Ve rmil. Xn.f [vermeil, vermilion, Fr.] 

VermAlion. S j l 

1. The cochineal; a grub of a particular plant. 

2. Factitious or native cinnabar; fulphur mixed with mercury. 
This is the ufual, though not primitive fignification. 

The imperfedt metals are fubjeCl to ruft, except mer¬ 
cury, which is made into ver million by folution or cal¬ 
cination. Bacon . 

The faireft and moft principal red is Vermillion, called in 
Latin minium. It is a poifon, and found where great ftore of 
quickfilver is. 

3. Any beautiful red colour. 

How the red rofes flufh up in her cheeks, 

And the pure fnow with goodly vermil ftain. 

Like crimfon dy’d in grain. 

There grew a goodly tree him fair befide, 

Loaden with fruit and apples rofie red, 

As they in pure Vermillion had been dy’d, 

Whereof great virtues over all were read. Fairy Queen. 
Simple colours are ftrong and fenfible, though they are 
clear as Vermillion. Dryden's Dufrefnoy. 

To Vermi'lion. v. a. [from the noun.] To die red. 

A fprightly red vermilions all her face. 

And her eyes languifn with unufual grace. Granville. 

VE'RMINE. n f [vermirie, Fr. vermis, Latin.] Any noxious 
animal. Ufed commonly for fmall creatures. 

What is your ftudy ?- 

— How to prevent the fiend, and to kill vermin. Sbakefp. 
The head of a wolf, dried and hanged up in a dove- 
houfe, will fcare away vermin, fuch as weazcls and pole¬ 
cats. Bacon. 

An idle perfon only lives to fpend his time,, and eat the 
fruits of the earth, like a vermin or a wolf. Taylor. 

The ftars determine 

You are my prifoners, bafe vermin. Hudibras. 

A weazle taken in a trap, was charg’d with mifdemeanors, 
and the poor vermin flood much upon her innocence. L’Eflr. 

Great injuries thefe vermin, mice and rats, do in the 
field. Mortimer's Hujbandry. 

He that has fo little wit 

To nourifh vermin, may be bit. Swift. 

To VE / RMINATE. v. n. [from vermin ] To breed vermine. 

Vermin a'tioN. n.f [from verminate.] Generation of ver¬ 
mine. 

Red! difearding anomalous generation, tried experiments 
relating to the ve> mination of ferpents and flefh. Derbam. 

Ve'rminous. adj. [from vermine.] Tending to vermine; dif- 
pofed to breed vermine. 

A wafting of childrens flefh depends upon fome obftru&ion 
of the entrails, or verminous difpofition of the body. Harvey. 

VermAparous. adj. [vermis and pario, Lat.J Producing 
worms. 

Hereby they confound the generation of vermiparous ani¬ 
mals with oviparous. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Verna cular. adj. [veinaculus, Latin.] N^ative ; of one’s 
own country. 

London weekly bills number deep in confumptions ; the 
fame likewife proving infeparable accidents to moft other 
difeafes; which inftances do evidently bring a confumption 
under the notion of a vernacular difeafe to England. Harvey. 

The hiftories of all our former wars are tranfmitted to us 
in our vernacular idiom. I do not find in any of our chro¬ 
nicles, that Edward the third ever reconnoiter’d the enemy, 
though he often difeovered the pofture of the French, and as 
often vanquifhed them. Addifon . 

Ve'rnal. adj. [vernus, Latin.] Belonging to the fprino-. 

With the year 

Seafons return ; but not to me returns. 

Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer’s rofe. Milton. 

Ve'rnant. n.f [vernans, Lat.] Flouriftiing as in the fprinp;! 

Elie had the fpring * 

Perpetual fmil’d on earth, with vernant flow’rs. 

Equal in days and nights. Miltons Par . Loll. 

Vern'ility. n.f [verna, Lat.] Servile carriage; the fub- 
miflive fawning behaviour of a flave. Bath 

Ve'rrel. See Ferrule. 

VersabAlity. ? n. f [verfabilis, Lat.] Aptnefs to be turn’d 

Ve'rsableness. J or wound any way. Dili 

Versa l. adj. [A cant word for univerfal] Total; whole. 

Some for brevity. 

Have caft the verfal world’s nativity. Hudibras 

VERSATILE, adj. [verfatilis, Lat.] 

1. That may be turned round, 

2. Changeable ; 
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